Outside, a
Political Circus

By PETER JAMISON
Valley News Staff Writer

HANOVER — Perhaps it was the pigmobile, or the
dachshund with a message about health care, or
the retirees’ purple chimera. But the scene outside
last night’s debate at Dartmouth College led to an
inescapable conclusion:

It the Beatles had written and produced a polit-
ical event, this could have been it.

Presidential campaigns necessarily take on a
spectacular quality. But in the hierarchy of
political theater — every variety of which is
starting to show up in the Granite State as pri-
mary season crescendos — televised debates
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hold a special place.
“THis GReAT CIRcus’

“There’s just this great circus
atmosphere around debates,” said
Colin Van Ostern, a graduate student
at Dartmouth’s Tuck School of Busi-
ness who worked as a spokesperson
for John Edwards during his 2004
presidential campaign and for for-
mer New Hampshire Gov. Jeanne
Shaheen. (Van Ostern has created a
Web site, called Openvote, to gauge
Dartmouth students’ reactions to the
debate.)

sented a pie chart to display federal
spending. From a distance, it looked
like a kaleidoscope.

The vaguely psychedelic trap-
pings, Varnum asserted, were appro-

priate to the subject: “No more hal-
lucinogenic than the federal bud-
get,” he said. “That’s a pretty weird
tripinitself.” A gentle rain was pass-
ing through. and behind Varnum. a
faint rainbow appeared aguinst the
clouds.



