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Presidential candidates routinely ratl
agalnst big government, but they're often
silent when it comes to denouncing the
bigpest souroe of waste, redundancy and
ineflclency in the federal bureaucracy
‘That is, the Pentagon.

This year, against a backdrop of bal-
looning deficits and serioiws threats from
larrarig-hs. W malrm:t.rmnlmmﬂa
few candidates break free from the tahoo
against calling for serious cuts in defense
spending

But if you listen closely tothe presiden-
tial hopefuls traipsing though Towa and
MNew Ham these days, vou'd think
it"s only & few of the Democrats who will
cut Cold War weapons systems firom the
Pentagon budgpet — and thelr proposed
culs are mostly nominal compared to the
potential savings that could be realized.

Sen, Jor Biden, for example, opposes
space-hased weapons. Goy Bill Richard-
son wants to cut 10 pereent from the Pen-
tagon hudget, Both candidates would cot
the V=22 Osprey and the F22 Raptor fight-
er plane. And Sen. John Edwards opposes
Star Wars.

Al of these programs are big bonanza
projects for defense contractors, but are of
little or no use for our national defense.

The failures of missile defense ane the
stulflf of legend, and offenslve space-hasod
weapons are almost literally ple-in-the-
sky ideas that could trigger an arms race
in space.

The Osprey, a helicopter-airplane hy-
brid, offers ondy marginal improvements
tnmre:{istmg helicopters, yet costs five
times as much and has killed 23 Marines
mﬁ flights.

F-22, desigmed to fight Soviet jets,
brings litte to an Alr Foroo thal has easl-
]:«rprmrEn its supermrmr in Irag and

This is why the Alr Force
has tried to mnth! F-22 i close-air
suppot missions, But at 25 thmes the cost
of & regular A-10, it's hard to see the value
of 45U stealth fighter to attack

Largets.

Cutting thess programs woilld poten:
tially save r3 more than 30 billion
over the next Four years without affecting
ol reatbonal seeurity.

Republicans on the presidential stump

can hardly manage (o name a single mul-
ti-billion dollar system that they would
ciit, though most deserve eredit for at
least acknowledging the fact that substan-
tial waste can be fiound over at the Penta-

Boa,

This is strange, because some hrave Re-
publizans have indeed stood up In the past
and called for an end to the Pentagon's
Cold War relics.

When he was defense secretary, Dick
Cheney canceded the Ospray, only to have
it sawed by Congress,

Sacratary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
tried to scale hack production of the F-22,
Just last year, President Bush tried to
scale hack the Army's ambitious Future

Combat System, a bloated weapons proj-
ect, only to be overruled by the Senate
Armed Services Committes.

San., John MeCain is famous for his
scorn for pork spending, including wiste
ful defense programs, and has fought to
rein in cost overruns on blg acquisition

But it's ane thing to talk about cutting
wazte in the abstract, and guile ancther to
gingle out programs that kave bulli-in

constituencies in Congress and the de-
fense industry

In an era where it's considered political-
Iy safe to lavish money on defiense budgets
regariless of the (hreat to America, it
takes lradership to stand above parochial

intereats.

Now i= the tima for Republican eandi-
dates to muster some of the courage
will surely need if elected president,
nami speciiie Cold War weapons systems
that would be cut under their Administra-

And it time for Democeatic candi-
dates, 1ike Hillary Clinton and Barack
Obama, who have yet (o rame specific
Cold War relics that should be aeed, to tell
us what they plan to cut.

Amd all eandidates, Republicans and
Deriocrats, should go further, offering
their own plans to seve tens of billions in
wastaful defense ing. There's no
doubt the savings arme there [or the taking.
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